
Arts learning & creative pathways for youth

With SB 5878, Washington further clarified arts learning as 
fundamental to K-12 basic education. At the same time, our 
state continues to see persistent gaps in access to arts and 
cultural learning—and related career pathways. 

It is critical to expand student engagement with meaningful 
arts learning. This engagement will support both our state’s 
equity goals and its growing creative economy.

Background

ArtsWA’s Arts in Education (AIE) program reaches nearly 
40,000 students each year in at least 21 counties. 

Despite this reach, the current amount of state and federal 
funds allotted to AIE grant programs do not meet the 
growing community need. 

Amplify arts in education
Build equitable career pathways and learning opportunities for youth

What does this fund?

An increased allotment for AIE grants—and an expanded 
geographic reach of AIE programs—will result in:

• Funding for 50 additional schools, school districts, and 
organizations to do PreK-12 arts learning programming

• Increased average grant awards from $6,691 to $10,000
• At least 40,000 more students served by the grant program
• More grants to schools and organizations in 

underrepresented counties
• Sustained, accessible research reports about arts 

engagement in Washington State
• Expanded leadership opportunities for youth and young 

adults within the creative economy
• More internship and apprenticeship programs in the 

creative sector

Operating Budget Request
2023-2025 Biennium $1,484,330

Contact: Karen Hanan, Executive Director, ArtsWA | 360-252-9976 or karen.hanan@arts.wa.gov 

Projected eligble AIE grant applications through FY25

G
ra

nt
s

Grants awarded Eligible applications Predicted growth

* Predicted growth using polynominal predicitive method of regression analyses
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Graph: if funding is not increased, need will increasingly outstrip funding.
Top: Papermaking Class Visit at Madison Elementary. 
Photo by Nicolette Harrington

This request proposes three critical actions to close gaps in 
arts and cultural engagement for youth across the state:

• Increase the allotment for Arts in Education grants
• Sustain long-term research to track arts learning access
• Expand access to regional arts + cultural career pathways


