
 
Western Arts Advocacy Network Legislative Asks 

The Western Arts Advocacy Network is a group of leaders from statewide arts advocacy 
organizations and other key advocates from across the Western region, which includes 16 
states and jurisdictions. We champion public investment and funding for arts and creativity, 
particularly in rural and remote communities.   

We call on the 119th Congress to support arts, culture, and the creative economy with 
Congressional action in celebration of the 250th anniversary of the nation’s founding and 
renewed unleashing of innovation and economic opportunity. 

Washington State Priorities 

1. Arts and Creativity in Rural America: Supporting Arts and Creativity in Rural Communities 
and Economic Development 

● Utilize Farm Bill reauthorization to recognize arts and culture as key rural development 
strategies that revitalize main streets, preserve heritage, boost local economies, and 
fosters rural quality of life. Ask: allocate funding within the Farm Bill to support arts and 
culture programs in rural communities. 

● USDA programs: Reaffirm eligibility of arts and cultural organizations and improve 
accessibility to existing programs: Community Facilities Grants and Loans, Rural 
Business Development Grants and Loans, Value-Added Producer Grants Program. 

● Encourage interagency partnership between NEA and USDA for the Our Town: the 
Citizens' Institute on Rural Design. 

2. Economic Opportunity and the Creative Economy: Fostering Economic Growth and 
Expanding Opportunities through Investment in the Creative Economy 

● In 2022, the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports that arts and cultural production 
accounts for $70,242,388,000 and 9.52% of the Washington economy, contributing 
191,245 jobs. The highest in the nation!  

● Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act: (H.R. 6655 in 118th Congress) Since 2014, 
this bill has provided federal funding for workforce development programs. Ask: 
Support NEW provisions to create pathways for creative sector job training and 
apprenticeships, aligning arts workforce development with other vital sectors such as 
water, housing, and energy.  

● CREATE Act: (Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform 
the Economy Act) this legislation supports small creative businesses, enhances access 
to capital for artists and entrepreneurs, and promotes partnerships across the public 
and private sectors for creative economic development. Pending Reintroduction in 
119th (Primary Senate Sponsor: Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI). Ask: Support this bill in its 
introduction to the 119th Congress.  

● Creative Workforce Investment Act (S. 3572, not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress) 
is proposed legislation that directs the Secretary of Labor, in consultation with the 



 
Chairperson of the National Endowment for the Arts, to award grants for arts and 
creative workforce programs. The bill aims to promote job creation, foster artistic 
innovation, and strengthen community engagement through the power of the arts.  
Ask: sign on as a sponsor and/or support this bill! 

 
3. Celebrating America’s Achievements in the Arts and Humanities: Continue federal funding 
of the NEA, NEH, and other federal cultural agencies to support arts engagement in 
communities across the nation. 

2020-2025 NEA & NEH Grants by District: 

District 1 $254,887 District 2 $1,915,460 District 3 $413,900 

District 4 $158,500 District 5 $1,790,839 District 6 $2,615,608 

District 7 $18,372,357 District 8 $829,798 District 9 $2,289,623 

District 10 $8,505,051 All of WA $37,146,023   

 
Asks: 

● $209 million in FY25 Federal Budget 
● No less than level funding for the FY26 Federal Budget 
● Maintain parity between NEA and NEH funding 
● Continue building toward $1 per capita indexing of the NEA and NEH 

 
 
4. Bills affecting the Creative Economy 
 
The Charitable Act (HR. 801, Moore/S. 317, Coons & Lankford) aims to restore and expand the 
universal charitable deduction, allowing taxpayers who do not itemize their returns to deduct 
charitable contributions. By incentivizing greater philanthropic giving, the bill seeks to 
strengthen nonprofit organizations and increase support for communities in need. 

● Would allow tax filers using standard deduction (90% of filers) to deduct donations. 
● Up to $4,600 for Individuals and $9,200 for couples. 

Ask: Needs additional House sponsors and/or support from all members of Congress 
 
Performing Arts Tax Parity Act (HR. 721, Buchanan & Chu) Seeks to provide tax parity for 
performing artists by allowing them to deduct their work-related expenses, thereby offering 
greater financial relief for those in the creative sector. 
Ask: Please support this bill! 

 


