August 25, 2026

Dear Mayor Wilson and Members of the Seattle City Council,

As arts, culture, heritage, and science organizations in Seattle, we urge you to fulfill the promise of
Shield Seattle by ensuring the cultural sector receives meaningful support in your upcoming
budget decisions.

When the City Council placed Shield Seattle before voters in 2025, it recognized that Trump’s anti-
DEl actions and federal funding reductions are a threat to vulnerable communities and civic
institutions throughout Seattle, including the cultural sector and our workers. Voters agreed,
approving the measure with 71 percent support. We strongly support directing the majority of
these funds toward critical needs such as housing, food security, and homelessness prevention.
But the Council and Seattle voters were wise to also include the urgent needs of the cultural
sector as part of Shield Seattle as well.

Today, our sector is experiencing exactly the type of targeted federal harm the measure
anticipated.

Our organizations have already lost an estimated $7.5 million in federal funding through canceled

grants and eliminated programs, with additional losses expected as longstanding funding

opportunities disappear. More than 250 cultural workers have already been laid off, and our

organizations, still recovering from the pandemic, are now squeezed between quickly rising costs

and the loss of critical federal support.

The cultural sector provides extensive public benefit to Seattle. Every day, our organizations
deliver programs that reach underserved youth, seniors, immigrant communities, people
experiencing homelessness, veterans, and individuals recovering from trauma and addiction. We
partner directly with the City, with health and social service groups, schools and many others
each year —in full alignment with the goals of Shield Seattle.

Our sector is also a major economic engine. Seattle's creative workforce contributes
approximately 18 percent of the city's GDP, supports thousands of jobs, attracts visitors, and
generates activity that benefits neighborhood businesses across Seattle.

Shield Seattle was created to help our city endure despite extraordinary federal actions that
threaten vulnerable communities and essential civic institutions. Strategic investments in the
cultural sector would replace lost federal funding, stabilize organizations, preserve and restore
jobs, and ensure that community programs continue serving Seattle residents.

We respectfully ask you to dedicate 10 percent of Shield Seattle funding to help offset the

unprecedented federal losses facing Seattle's cultural organizations. Doing so will honor the vision



approved by Seattle voters while protecting jobs, sustaining vital community services, and
preserving the creativity, innovation, and cultural vitality that make Seattle unique.

Thank you for your leadership and your dedication to Seattle's future. We look forward to working
with you to carry out the full intent of Shield Seattle, ensuring the measure delivers the broad
protections envisioned by the City Council and approved by Seattle voters.

Sincerely,

The undersigned Seattle arts, culture, heritage, and science organizations
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